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Govt asked to promote innovations
in farming to fight climate change

By: Prossy Nandwsw ... Butambala soils

Government has been asked
to increase the promotion of
innovations and technologies in
agriculture to address the challenge
of food security as effects of climate
change continue to manifest in
agriculture.

The call was made by the chairman
of the Africa Innovations Institufe
(AfrIl), Prof. George William Otim
Nape, during a press conference
last week.

Currently, the agriculture sector is
grappling with the effects of climate
change such as reducing soil
fertility, changing rainfall patterns,
and increase in temperature, among
others, x

Low soil fertility leads to low
yields, increase in temperature leads
to the drying of seed, evaporation
of moisture from the soil increase
pests and diseases among others.

According to Nape, one of the
innovations that will help farmers
get higher yields is through the
collection of data about the soils in

lack mostofthe
hutrients needed
for production,
which calls for
interventions to

make the soil fertile

the country to find out their fertility
status.

This is being done under vital
signs project stationed at Aftll,
where research scientists are using
the technologies such as GPS
mapping to establish status of soils
and their fertility levels to have
information that will guide farmers
on what to do with their soils.

Stephen Kwesiga, a= bio-physical

scientist at AFrll said they have so far
mapped six landscapes of Kisoro,
Butambala, Mbale, Otuke, Budongo
and Yumbe to get information on
the status of soils. :

Information collected will be
given to the Government and policy
makers for action and the farmers in
need of such information.

“When we collect soils, we analyse
the quality, fertility, nutrient content
and even advise on what kind of
crops to plant, nutrients that are
lacking and advise how to make
them better,” Kwesiga said.

Out of the collected samples
according to Kwesiga, Butambala
soils lack most of the nutrients
needed for production, which calls
for interventions to make the soil
fertile and more productive again,
he added.

Such soils can be revived with the
best agriculture practices such as
the use of organic and inorganic
manure, planting in time, planting

quality seeds, application of organic -

matter, fertiliser and anything that
can help the soil to maintain its

fertility among others, said Nape.

Climate situation

According * to the Food and
Agriculture  Organisation (FAQO)
higher temperatures and increasing
frequency in  weather-related
disasters are affecting the farming
communities. And yet the global
population is steadily growing and
is expected to reach 9.6 billion by
2050.

“To meet such demand, agriculture
and food systems will need to adapt
to. the adverse effects of climate
change and become more resilient,
productive and sustainable,” said
FAQ said. :

It also means reducing food losses
before the final product or retail

 stage through a number of initiatives,
- including better harvesting, storage,

packing, transpott, infrastructure,
market mechanisms, as well as

“institutional and legal frameworks.

This is why our global message for
World Food Day 2016 is “Climate
is changing, Food and agriculture
must too.” -
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